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seldom Red The Metropcle 


>rd Dec 1901 


Fans of the hand with the Spanish name, often mis-spelled, but 

! s p f ^ 

actually Auto da Fe» wwwp not disappointed to see SELDOM RED in 


their place tonight. The two hands are, in fact, one and the same. 
The change of name is a move to fend off the more obvious questions 
- ’what does your name .mean? What *s that? etc, and not in response 
to pressure from the Torquem&da. 

Geoff Earan, late of the Invaders, has put together this 5 
piece, who ares Kev Garside (lead)? Steve Gibson (drums) Jackie 
Talent (is that her real name? Vocals)and Dave Ronkovsky (bass). 
Geoff himself also plays lead, and co-writes the material with 
Mysterious Eddie Wellam. More about him late': 

Their set was long, 14 numbers by my reckoning, but it was 
extremely well played* No messing about with these lade: their 
musicianship is beyond question. The pace was fairly tight, with 
no obvious holes or gaps, and 13 out of 14 original numbers show 
a strong songwriting base. Thanks to Mysterious Eddie Wellam, 
More abput him later, 

The only non-ori 

“With a little help from my friends**. No disrespect to Sheffield’s 
most celebrated gas fitter, but this is a number which could have 
been expressly written for a jpcsat girl vocalist, and Jackie 
handled 
voice c 
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more of the words o i Mysterious Eddie Wellam. More about him later 
An e. .joy-able set. I *ct certainly go and see them again, if 
it’s New Music you’re looking fen’,- this isn’t it, but isn’t it 
refreshing- to see' ar outfit that can simply play well? 
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ry+l, +X«m^D< tx * -H^vS “Punk rock star Sid Vicious, i ■ inadeqsute youth -who turned is tasteless pop 
'f' ^ ^ * ’ l, gimmick inio pathetic real hit '■ ea oi ;* aerom. overdose yesterday. 

i^TS' «f y:¥V ^>ai(y Mail, ^February 1979} 
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REQUIEM are not a punk band* Those who ’ ve seen them placing 
punk gigs before, may protest at this, but it’s nevertheless true* 
They’ve passed beyond the punk stage, and it’s to their credit 
that their newer- material is gutsy enough to retain the 

interest of the afficionados of punk* 

Exactly what sort of band they are, I couldn’t say, and this 
in itself, is something in their favour, Jont’s bass dominates 
the sound, an ascendancy bolstered by Hitch’s reluctance to allow 
his guitar to rise above the buzz-saw that belongs to punk 


rock. Paul’s drumming is unobtrusive - full marks for resisting tne 
temptation to drown .i. .. the other two during the instrumental 
numbers, »Do the Optimistic” and "Out of the Darkness". And that’s 


mo the r unu sual f e atu re, 


u 


ow 


many bands play instrumental numbers 


the se 


verge 


days? How many can? 

I can’t quite make up my mind about REQUIEM. They ’re on the 
of something, but 1 don’t know what it is* To quote AOnt % 
fr We don’t do many gigs, as we feel our material is far 


better when recorded.” 


Test it for yourself. HEIBM appear on the APATHY compilation 

Tap € i 

tape, and on the 1 in 12 Club's own^“Worst of the 1 in 12’%;- 
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■fhen* in 1W7 the Rus.-.i.an people rose in revolution arruin st 
uue 1 sarx ct tyranny t the v n o i o v-orld wai tec to witness the birth 
of a truly free and socialist society. But by 1921 any such ho >e ::: 
had been crushed * the revolution had been betrayed by” the Bolsh¬ 
eviks. Lenin and Trotsky became the leaders of a new* Russian 
ruling class. 

The event that finally mark©d the death of the revolution was 
the suppression of the Kronstadt rebellion# 



of the Kronstadt Co unci’ of Workers 8t Solders, 


For 4 years following; the October revolution, the Rug lan 
people willingly shouldered the severi by of the Bolshevik 
regime untill the numerous foreign armies which were trying to 
crush revoluticmary Russia were defeated* how the >eo>le turned 
to the rebuilding of the country , expee tin.;, the loooenins of the 
comruni st party yoke * It soon became clear that the couauni ::t 
state had no intention of relinquishing its stranglehold on the 
pe o ■■‘le * 

The workers of Petrograd (now Leningrad) were f acim : starv¬ 
ation with factories clo sirs; and rations halve d* On Feb. 24? 1921 * 
the Pe trograd unions called rote b strike r, Soldiers were sent 
against the striker s* They were labelled, ^counter-revolution-' ric s t? 
and lockc <3 o \ 1 1 of t : • o f acbo: 1 ies* 



The strikers issued the following proclamation % 

FEB. 27 

w A complete chance is necessary in the policies of the 
government. First of all, the workers and peasants need freedom. 
They dont want to live by the decrees of the BolsLcvikis they 
want to control their own destinies* 

Comrades, preserve revolutionary order! Determinedly and in 
an organised maimer demands 

Liberation of all arrested socialists and"nonpartisan working¬ 
men | 

Abolition of martial 1aw? freedom of speech, press and 
assembly for all who laborj 

Free election of shoo and factory committees, of labor union 
and soviet re oresentatives* 

Call meetings, pass resolutions, send your delegates to the 
authorities and work for the realisation of jour demands. Tt 

Thousands of strikers were arrested or beaten. Petrograd 
was under "martial law” (all sounds kinda familiar l) 

MARCH I 

The sailors stationed at Kronstadt (an island just off the 
coast of Petrograd) had sent a committee of sailors to Petrograd 
to learn the situation there. On March I a public meeting was 
held in Kronstadt. 16000 sailors, Red army soldiers and workers 
attended, and the "Petropavlovsk" resolution was massed unan¬ 
imously * 

"Having heard the report of the representatives sent by the 
general meeting of ship crews to Pe trograd toinve stigate the 
situation there, Resolved? 

(1) In view of the fact that the present soviets do not express 
the will of the workers and peasant's, immediately to hold new 
elections by secret ballot, the pre-election campaign to have 
full freedom of agitation among the workers and peasants; 

(2) To establish freedom of speech and press for workers and 
peasants, for Anarchists and left socialist parties? 

(j)To secure freedom of assembly for labor unions and peasant 
organ!sations; 

(4) To call a non-partisan conference of the workers, Red army 
soldiers and sailors of Petrograd, Kronstadt, and of Petrograd 
province, no .later than March 10, 1921? 

(5) To liberate all political prisoners of socialist parties, 
as well as workers, peasants, soldiers and sailors imprisoned 
in connection with the labor and peasant movements; 

(6) To elect a commision to review the cases of those held in 
orisons and concentration camp . 3 ? 

( 7 ) To abolish all political bureaus because no party should be 
given special oriveleges in the propagation of its ideas or 
receive the financial support of* the government for such purposes* 
Instead the* e should be establi fried educational and cultural 

c omrai si on t m 1 ocal ly 3 1 e c t e G an <. finance d by the Gove rnmen t, 

(3) To abolish immediately all ‘Bolshevik armed units for^the 
purpose of suppressing traffic and confiscating f oodstufx s 3 ^ etc. 

( 9 ) To equalise the rations of ell who work, with the exception 
of those employed in trades detrimental to health; 



(10) To abolish the communist fighting detatchments in all branches 
of the army, as well as the communist guards hen t on duty in mills 
and factories* Should such guards or military detatchments be 
found necessary ? they are to be an coin bed in the army xrom the 
ranks, and in the factories according to the judgement of the 
workers5 

(11) To rive the n e a san b s f u 11 free do m of action i n r e. ■■ a r d c o 

t h e i r la n d s a n d also t h e r i gh t t o ke e p cattle, o n c o n di b i o n oh a t 
the neasan t s manage with their own means; that is, without 
emn 1 oyin{. hire d 1 aoor ; 

( 12 ) To request all branches of the army 9 as well as our comrades 
the military "kursanti”, to concur in our resolutions; 

(ij) To demand that the cross give the fullest nubliei ty to this; 

(14) To appoint a travelling commission of control; 

(15) To permit free individual small-scale production by ones 
own eff orb s; 


Resolution passed unanimously hy .brigade moocm-p, 2 
relrainiii; : from vo ting. 

OSTRICH m ICO , chai r ma n ” 
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A 30-man commit tee was sent to Pebrograd to ewplain 
Kronstadt demands. They wore arrested by the Bolsheviki 
never heard of again,. 
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A conference led to the formation of - the Krons 
Revo 1 u bio 11ary C 0mmi t tee, and 2 1 0a di n:, -bo 1 shevik 
had not voted for the "Retropavlovsk") were -.laced under arrest. 
All the other communists in Kronstadt su .'ort uhe resolution. 
ThcICPR commi t tee cora-ori sed the followin.. 5 


'Provi sional 
o n e s w h o 
under 


1. . ’ETRICHENKO, senior clerk, f lac ship Potronavlovsk 

2 . YAK OVER ICO, telephone operator, Kronstadt district. 
5. OSSOSSOV, machinist. 

4. ARICHIA O 'V j engineer. 

5 . PEREPELKI 3 S, mechanic. 

6 . rATRTTSHEV s mechanic. 

7 . KUPOLOV, medical assistant. 

3 . VERSHININ, sailor. 


9. TTJICIIT, electrical mechanic. 

10 . ROMANENKO, caretaker. 

11. ORESHIR, School manager. 

12. VALE, lumber mill worker. 

IJ, PAVLOV, naval mining worker. 

14, BAIKOV, carter. 

15. ICILG-AST, deep sea. sailor. 


all 
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liberty in Kronstadt and their families arc absolutely safe. The 
example of the Petro-Soviet will not be followed here, because we 
consider suoh methods (the taking of hostages) most shameful and 
vicious even if prompted by desperate fury* History knows no such 
infamy. 

SAILOR PETRICHENKO Chairman provisional 

revolutionary committee ” 

Meanrfeilo i’TrotaskJnhid polledt^d hie? moototrnstad ahd-vidious 
militacy^ fnfccos' mond Knonr^adky trhipb otraa base eosib&a toonf oeA 
f ia.GonththvFatoriofi^hovOtiLfowaoiifrosenc, 

At 6.^5 the first artillery shots were fired against Kronstadt. 

As the batteries opened up, the Kronstadt sailors celebrated the 
anniversery of ’’Working womens day n with the following rad.io 
greeting: 

’’Today is a universal holiday - Women Workers’ Day* We of 
Kronstadt send, amid the thunder of cannon, our fraternal greetings 
to the working women of the world. May you soon accomplish your 
liberation from every form of violence and oppression. Long live 
the free revolutionary working women! Long live t'ae social 
revolution throughout the world!” 

MARCH 8 * 

As the first attack is launched against Kronstadt, ’’Isvestia” 
proclaims: 

’’LET THE WHOLE WORLD KNOW« 

The first shot has been fired.«©Standing up to his knees in 
the blood of the workers, Marshal Trotsky was the first to open 
fire against revolutionary Kronstadt which has risen against the 
autocracy of the communists to establish the true power of the 
Soviets*, 

Without shedding a drop of blood we, Red Army men, sailors 
and workers of Kronstadt have freed ourselves from the yoke of the 
communists and have even preserved their lives. By the threat of 
artillery they want now to subject us again to their tyranny. 

Not wishing bloodshed, we asked that nonpartisan delegates of 
the Petrograd proletariat be sent to us, that they may learn that 
Kronstadt is fighting for the power of the soviets. But the commun¬ 
ists have kept our demand from the workers of Petrograd and now 
they have opened fire — the usual reply of the pseudo Workers and 
Peasants government to the demands of the laboring masses© 

Let the workers of the whole world know that we, the defenders 
of soviet power, are guarding the conquests of the social revolution. 

We will win or perish beneath the ruins of Kronstadt, fighting 
for the just cause of the laboring masses© The workers of the world 
will be our judges. The blood of the innocent will fall upon the 
heads of the communist fanatics drunk with authority© 

Long live the power of the soviets!. ” 

The first attacks ended in the reckless sacrifice of life on 
the side of Trotsky’s forces© The Kronstadt sailors mourned their 
brothers: 

”\'e fid not want to shed the blood of our brothers, and we did 
not fiL-ie a single shot until compelled to do so. We had to defend 
the just cause of the laboring people and to shoot©...to shoot at 
our own brothers sent to certain death by communists who have 
grown fat at the expense of the people. 

To your misfortune there broke a terrific snowstorm and black 
night shrouded everything in darkness. Nevertheless, the communist 
executioners, counting no cost, drove you along the ice, threatening 
you in the rear with their machingguns operated by communist 



detatchments. 

Many of you perished that night on the icy vactnesr of the 
Gulf of Finland. And when day broke and the storn -uiotod down, 
only pitiful remnants of you, worn and hungry, hax ly able to 
move, came to us clad in your white shrouds. 

Early in the morning their were already about n thousand 
of you and later in the day a countless numbers. Pearly you have 
paid with your blood for this adventure, and after your failure 
Trotsky rushed back to Petrograd to drive now martyrs to 
slaughter — for cheaply he gets our worke?:o“ and noasants* blood." 

Even against the combined might of all the forces Trotsky 
could muster, Kronstadt held out until March 17, when the 
Bolsheviks broke into the city and began the most brutal 
slaughter, untill every one of the inhabitants was either dead 
or rotting in prison. 


On March 18 Trotsky celebrated the slaughter ox the ' 10,000 
Kronstadt sailors and thoir allies $ -.Hors who in 1917 ho’had 
proclaimed "The pride and glory of the Hr ssian ro\ ..uticn". 

Their crime had been to proclaim in I 92 I the s....gan of 1917 ; 

"All power to the Soviets" 

♦ * * * * * * * * * sjs * * t): # * * :jc >y * 

BOOK REVIE W 

FRA NCOS PRISONER by Migue 1 Gar cia 

Just before Christmas I read Francos Prisoner*, It isn’t a new 
book, but it was the first time l 8 d come across it in the library© 

I didn’t know it at the time, but as I was reading of Miguels 
personal struggle to resist and survive Francos fascist state, 

Miguel died in London on Dec* 4th, 198 l„ 

Miguel grew up in Barcelona where the anarcho-syndicalist 
trade union, the CNT was born* Even as a young boy he had to flee 
to France after the armed Guardia Civil attacked striking newsboys© 

He was active in the civil war (1936—39)? fighting on the front 
against Francos generals, and, unlike the communists who nobly 
accepted defeat, he and his anarchist comrades continued to fight 
in the resistance after the war was lost* 

He was caught with several other comrades and sentanced to 
death, but his sentance was commuted to life imprisonment* He 
spent the next 2C years in Francos prisons, whilst British tourists 
flocked to Malaga (Britain ofcourse recognised Franco as Spains 
legit ruler, o©k©)« The main part of the book is taken up with the 
conditions and adventures in the various prisons; Coldits has 
nothing on this© Whilst in the notorious C a ?; Co arch ; 1 he met the 
Scottish anarchist Stuart Chriscie 7 who wan doing 2J years for 
trying to blow up Franco* There are amusing anecdotes e©g* although 
the food in Spanish prisons wan revolting (often liberally mixed 
with cockroaches, Miguel describes h5.s horror when he first saw 
the food dished out in a London factery canteen, the quality which 
would have caused a riot in prison- 

The book is easy reading, and being a slim volume doesn’t take 
much getting thru© The account of iron prisons is both an indictment 
against • r 'totism and a tribute really to the cor ragintegrity and 
humanity ' the libertariansand :b lend the prisoners in general© 

It may seem like a long tine ago. but Francos c. .ly been gone 
a few years, and with things the wsy the are- who -p tell*/** 

It’s a shame Miguel didn’t exp and vers cu f.ie no- 5 .stance 
movemeny prior to his capture - vno hlig wo could nrooably learn 
a lot from© I like autobiography s : ^specially if they have something 
to say. This inspires optimism d spite the subjects Get 
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Hock Against Groceries 


mm p#©!# I>er nad the urge to " throw a wobbler" in i4orri son’s? Grab at 
the groceries, and lay them waste, like the hordes of Ghengis 
Allanr Squeeze the life from a soap powder packet, put the boot in 


a quarter of tea, lacerate rows of toothpaste tubes, or wholly 
obliterate This Week’s Special Offer? 

Head on, destroyers* This is for you, 

Thursday night { 18th lebj at the x’fetrople, witnessed the most 

remarkable periormance of 1982, I know it’s only February, but 

” u ° se expecting better things when the nights get lighter, have 

it 

missed it. Suckers. I was there. I saw,all. 

A- 

How, i. admit, an act which explores, "the vegetative analysis 
of personalities" doesn’t have a great deal of initial appeal, 
jiv-sn when AL BiSAGH, performance artist extraordinaire, placed the 
xiIra-wrapped half~a**cabbage on the table, I was still in doubt as 
to whether this mute representation of the human brain would click 


wj. xfi the smalx, out curious audience. I need not have worried. The 
moment, Al produced the power drill, and started to lobotomise the 
nexpxess vegetaole, the crowd was hooked. Lobotomy, leucotomy, 
trepanning, al explained all the terms, as his Black & Decker 
aexved trie depths ol the hapless Brass!ca. Very good so far, but 
where do we go from here? 

"Maturation, micturition, masturbation^ H fluted Al, 
abandoning his drill for a shiny cucumber, the significance of 
which was not lost on tne by-mow fascinated crowd. The luckless 
cucumber also fell beneath Surgeon AJL’s all-seeking knife. 

Two items? two hits. So far, very good. This was where Al 
played hi ;fump card. With a flourish, he produced The Tin 'of Peas. 
I got under the table immediately. I was expecting him to 
aynamite it. nut no, in the twinkling of a tin opener, the can 
naa x lipped its lid. Al inserted g, finger and thumb, and, with all 









one pea* 'This was to be the Examination of a Single Pea for Signs 
of Creative Intelligence. Placing the pea in a prominent position, 
Al selected, that psychiatric tool beloved of Soviet psychologists 
- the builder's hammer - and aimed a jfcfexa® fierce blow at the 
shivering green pellet* 

He missed. The subtle psychic-probe-cum-carpentry-aid sank 
itself, shaft-deep, into the uncomplaining cabbage» 

A coup de theatre2 It brought the house down. This was the 
high point of the evening, and should have been saved till last* 
He could never follow it. It is un-fallowable. Sven when, at the 
request of a group of 'Women’s Libbers, he used the drill to 
emasculate a tin of Butch, it wasn’t the same, hot even the 
Carving-knife-through-the-small-white-sliced, waving the 
skewered loaf aloft, showering the crowd with crumbs, not even 
that could match the Missed Pea. 

Al Beach is a serious performance artist, working on two 
very distinct levels. On the surface, he evokes curiosity and 
wonder. Below the veneer, lies a labyrinth of careful thought. 
Each of his demonstrations has a meaning, and a purpose, ±±k 
linked under the general theme of performance, and dedicated to 
the provocation of thought by visual stimulus. 

Using the obvious level to attract attention to the less 
obvious, is a valid and entertaining way of saying that there 
i s more to art than what is immediately apparent. Al’s show 
was one of the most stimulating pieces of performance art I have 
ever seen, and I can thoroughly recommend it. As they say down 
at Black and Decker, "More power to .you 2" — V-vIH * i i 
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